Sir Ian Botham

England

Player profile
Full name Ian Terence Botham
Born November 24, 1955, Oldfield, Heswall, Cheshire
Current age 55 years old
Major teams England, Durham, Queensland, Somerset, Worcestershire
Nickname Beefy or Both, 
Batting style Right-hand bat
Bowling style Right-arm fast-medium
Other Commentator
Height 6.02 ft
Education Buckler's Mead Secondary School, Yeovil
Relations Son Liam and 2 daughters Sarah and Bec, wife Kath

Test player, ODI player
In a Test career spanning 15 years from 1977, he played in 102 matches, scoring 5,200 runs at 33.54; taking 383 wickets at an average of 28.40; and holding 120 catches. In first-class cricket, he scored 19,399 runs at 33.97, took 1,172 wickets at 27.22 and held 354 catches. He was a good limited overs player and was elected a Wisden cricketer of the year in 1978.

Botham has a number of notable all-round achievements. In 1980, playing against India, he became the first player to score a century and take ten wickets in a Test . Of the players who have accomplished the "all-round double" of 2000 runs and 200 wickets in Test cricket, Botham did so in fewest matches, needing just 42 while the next best is 50 achieved jointly by Imran Khan and Kapil Dev.
1981 in Headingly was Botham’s greatest on field triumph winng a test match againt the Aussies by scoring 149 in what seemed an unwinnable situation for the English, even to this day that moment is voted by the English public as one of the country’s greatest sporting moments!
Compared with many of cricket's greatest players, most of whom were specialists, Botham's averages are fairly ordinary but they hide the fact that for the first five years of his Test career, his form with both bat and ball was outstanding. His reputation was of playing to extremes and so, if he played well, he could seem to win a match on his own. He was renowned as a big-hitting batsman, but with a surprisingly classical technique, and as a fast-medium paced swing bowler who could be very effective indeed when atmospheric conditions favoured his style. In his later career after a back injury, his pace diminished to no more than a gentle medium, but he retained the knack of taking wickets, largely because he still had the ability to "move the ball in the air". As Fred Trueman often said, "the outswinger is the ball that gets the great batsmen".

Ian Botham was and remains a "larger than life character" and was very popular among many England sport fans. In 2007, Botham was knighted for his service to the community in raising over 20 million pounds for Luekaemia research of the past 10 years via his incredible cross country walks. It is believed that the funded research has helped lower the fatality rate in Luekaemiia sufferers from a 25% survial rate to a 75% survival rate today.
Sir Ian continues to work as a highly regarded cricket commentator with Sky sports and is a highly amusing anecdotal corporate speaker.
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